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ARTICLE I: NAME 
The name of this Corporation is The Society for 
Vascular Surgery (hereinafter the "Society"). 
ARTICLE II: PURPOSES 
The purposes of the Society shall be: 
1. To promote the study of and research in 
vascular diseases; 
2. To define more clearly the role of surgery in 
these diseases; 
3. To pool the experience and knowledge of the 
membership, in order to standardize methods 
of studying and managing these diseases; 
4. To standardize the nomenclature of these 
diseases; 
5. To promote, encourage and improve dissemi- 
nation of lmowledge concerning the patho- 
physiology, diagnosis, treatment and natural 
history of these diseases to students, interns 
and residents; 
6. To encourage hospitals to develop special 
training for young surgeons interested in this 
field; 
7. To hold annual meetings; 
8. To succeed to and continue to carry on the 
activities formerly conducted by The Society 
for Vascular Surgery, an unincorporated asso- 
ciation, and other activities deemed necessary 
to improve the quality of vascular surgery; and 
9. To do and engage in any and all lawful activities 
that may be incidental or related to the fore- 
going and to have and exercise all powers and 
authority now or hereafter conferred upon not 
for profit corporations under the laws of the 
State of Illinois. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, (a) no part of the 
corporation's net earnings or assets hall inure to the 
benefit of any member, director, officer, or other per- 
son, except hat the corporation shall be authorized 
and empowered topay reasonable compensations for
services rendered and to make other payments and 
distributions infurtherance for the purposes set forth 
above, and (b) the corporation shall not carry on any 
activity not permitted to be carried on by an organiza- 
tion exempt from Federal income tax under Section 
501(c) (6) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as 
amended (the "Code") or the corresponding provi- 
sion of the future United States revenue statute. 
ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP 
1. The membership ofthis Society shall be limited 
to physicians who are in good standing in their 
state or provincial medical societies in the 
United States or Canada nd who are certified 
by one of the American certifying boards for 
surgical specialties or by one of the Royal 
colleges. In selected cases an equivalent period 
of training may be substituted for formal cer- 
tification. 
2. There shall be three types of members: Active, 
Senior, and Honorary. 
3. The Active membership of the Society shall 
consist of those persons who were Active 
members of the Society of Vascular Surgery, an 
unincorporated association, at the time it 
merged with the Society and of all members 
subsequently elected until they are retired to 
Senior membership, asspecified in Section 4of 
this Article. The number of Active members 
shall be limited to two hundred and fifty (250). 
4. Senior members hall consist of Active mem- 
bers who have reached the age of sixty-five (65) 
years; or whom for reasons of health or other 
just cause, the Council recommends for classi- 
fication in this category. They shall not be 
bound by the requirements for attendance at
meetings, tated in Section 9 of Article VIII of 
the By-Laws, nor shall they be required to pay 
dues. 
5. Honorary members of the Society shall consist 
of individuals who have made outstanding 
contributions in the field of vascular science. 
They shall have no voting privileges. They shall 
not be required to pay dues. 
ARTICLE IV: ELECTION OF MEMBERS 
1. The process of election of Active members of 
the Society shall be as follows: 
a. Application forms for membership shall be 
available only by request of a member and 
shall be provided by the Secretary. 
b. Application forms presenting the curricula 
vitae of the candidates and signed by them, 
two (2) endorsers and a sponsor shall be in 
the hands of the Secretary at least four (4) 
months before the executive session at 
which it is desired that the candidate be 
considered for election. Applicants must be 
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supported by letters from the sponsor and 
each endorser and by reprints of three (3) 
outstanding publications of the applicant. 
c. The Secretary shall send to the Chairman of 
the Membership Committee these applica- 
tions with all pertinent data, including sup- 
porting letters and reprints, at least wo (2) 
months before the annual meeting. The 
Membership Committee shall review the 
professional qualifications of the candi- 
dates. An additional letter shall be for- 
warded to the Secretary from the candi- 
date's ponsor for each year that the appli- 
cation remains active. 
d. The list of candidates with the data con- 
cerning them shall be circulated by the 
Secretary to all members of the Society at 
least one (1) month before the annual 
meeting. 
e. The chairman of the Membership Commit- 
tee shall meet with the Council for the 
purpose of presenting the recommenda- 
tions of the Membership Committee. 
f. The names of the candidates recommended 
by the Council for election shall be submit- 
ted by the Secretary to the membership n
his/her annual report at the executive ses- 
sion of the Society. 
g. Election to membership shall be by secret 
ballot, by a three-fourths affirmative vote of 
the membership present and voting at the 
annual executive session. 
h. A candidate who fails of election at one 
meeting may be presented to the member- 
ship at the next two (2) annual meetings of 
the Society. If he/she fails of election athird 
time, his/her name shall be dropped from 
the list of applications for membership. 
Such candidate's application may be resub- 
mitted after an interval of two (2) years. 
2. Honorary members may be elected as follows: 
a. Any Active or Senior member may nomi- 
nate an individual for Honorary member- 
ship. The name and a brief description of 
the accomplishments of the nominee must 
be submitted to the Secretary at least eleven 
(11 ) months prior to the annual meeting for 
circulation to an Honorary Membership 
Committee consisting of the three (3) past 
Presidents of the Council. 
b. The Honorary Membership Committee 
shall make its recommendations to the 
Council. 
c. Following its deliberation, the Council may 
recommend that the candidate's name be 
submitted by the Secretary to the member- 
ship in his/her annual report at the execu- 
tive session of the Society. 
d. Election to membership shall be by secret 
ballot by three-fourths affirmative vote of 
the membership present and voting at the 
annual executive session. 
e. There shall be a subcategory of the Hon- 
orary Membership for those vascular sur- 
geons who, by reason of age (60 years or 
less) will be designated Corresponding 
Members, and will be expected to partici- 
pate actively in the functions of the Society. 
ARTICLE V: BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
("COUNCIL")  
1. The Board of Directors of the Society shall 
be called the Council. 
2. The Council shall be composed of the Presi- 
dent, the President-Elect, the Secretary, the 
Treasurer, the Recorder, the three (3) most 
recent available past Presidents, and the 
Society representative to the American Col- 
lege of Surgeons, who shall serve as a non- 
voting member of the Council. 
3. The Society representative to the American 
College of Surgeons shall be selected by the 
American College of Surgeons in accor- 
dance with its applicable rules and proce- 
dures from among nominees designated by 
the Council of the Society. If the names of 
more than one (1) nominee are submitted 
simultaneously to the American College of 
Surgeons, the Council may indicate an order 
of preference among the nominees desig- 
nated. 
4. The Council shall be the governing body of 
the Society and shall have full power to 
manage and act on all affairs of the Society, 
except as follows: 
a. It may not, without he approval of the 
Society membership atan annual execu- 
tive session, alter the initiation fees or 
annual dues, or levy any assessments 
against he membership, except hat it 
may, in individual cases, waive annual 
dues or assessments. 
b. It may not amend the Articles of Incor- 
poration or By-Laws. 
c. It may neither elect new members nor 
alter the status of existing members, 
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other than to apply the provisions of 
Article XI. 
5. The President of the Society shall serve as 
chairman of the Council and the Secretary of 
the Society as its secretary. 
6. Meetings of the Council shall be held at the 
call of the President of the Society, and each 
member of the Council must be notified in 
writing of the time and place of each such 
meeting no less than ten (10) days prior to 
the meeting. 
7. The annual meeting of the Council shall 
precede the executive session of the Society 
membership. 
8. A majority of the voting members of the 
Council shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. 
9. The act of a majority of the members of the 
Council present at a duly called meeting at 
which a quorum is present shall be the act of 
the Council, unless the act of a greater 
number is required by applicable statute, the 
Articles of Incorporation or these By-Laws. 
10. Any action which is required by law or the 
Articles of Incorporation or these By-Laws 
to be taken at a meeting of the Council, or 
any other action which may be taken at a 
meeting of the Council, may be taken with- 
out a meeting ifa consent in writing, setting 
forth the action taken, shall be signed by all 
of the members of the Council entitled to 
vote with respect to the subject matter 
thereof. Any such consent signed by all of 
the members of the Council shall have the 
same force and effect as a unanimous vote at 
a duly called and constituted meeting of the 
Council. 
ARTICLE VI: OFFICERS 
1. The officers of the Society shall be a Presi- 
dent, a President-Elect, a Secretary, a Trea- 
surer and a Recorder, all to be elected as 
provided in these By-Laws. Said officers hall 
serve ex officio as voting members of the 
Council. 
2. All officers of the Society shall be elected for 
terms of  one (1) year each. The President 
may not serve more than one (1) term. 
3. Officers of the Society shall be nominated by 
the Nominating Committee, which shall 
present the slate to the Council at its annual 
meeting and to the members at the executive 
session. Additional nominations may be 
made from the floor at the executive session 
each year. The election shall take place at the 
executive session. Election shall be by the 
majority of  the votes cast. 
4. The President shall preside at the meetings 
of the Society and the Council, preserve 
order, regulate debates, announce results of  
elections, appoint committees not other- 
wise provided for, sign certificates of mem- 
bership, and perform all other duties nor- 
really appertaining to his/her office. 
He/She shall prepare an address for the 
annual meeting of the Society. 
5. The President-Elect, in the absence or inca- 
pacity of the President, shall perform the 
duties of the President's office. 
6. In the absence of both the President and the 
President-Elect the chair shall be taken by 
the chairman pro tem, elected by such 
members of the Council as are present. 
7. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of  the 
meetings of the Society and the Council; 
at test  all the official acts requiring certi- 
fication; notify officers and members of their 
election; keep in his/her custody the seal of 
the Society and affix it to all appropriate 
documents; conduct correspondence; take 
charge of all papers not otherwise provided 
for. At least thirty (30) days but not more 
than forty (40) days prior to each annual or 
special meeting he/she shall issue to all 
members of the Society a program of the 
forthcoming meeting. He/She shall com- 
pile a written report o be read at the annual 
executive session of the Society, in which 
shall be included the list of candidates pro- 
posed for membership, as approved by the 
Council. 
8. The Treasurer shall receive all monies and 
funds belonging to the Society; pay all bills; 
render bills for dues and assessments a  soon 
as possible after the annual meeting; and 
report to the Council at each annual meet- 
ing the names of the members in arrears as to 
dues .  
9. The Recorder shall receive all papers and 
reports of discussions on papers presented 
before the Society or read by rifle. 
ARTICLE VII: COMMITTEES 
1. Standing committees of the Society shall con- 
sist of a Membership Committee, a Nominat- 
ing Committee, a Program Committee, and a 
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Committee on Arrangements for the Annual 
Meeting. 
2. The Membership Committee shall consist of 
three (3) elected members, who shall serve 
overlapping terms of three (3) years each, plus 
the Secretary as an ex-officio member. The 
senior member in term of service on this 
committee shall be the chairman. Nominations 
to the Membership Committee shall be made 
by the Nominating Committee, which shall 
present the slate to the Council at its annual 
meeting. Election shall be by thc members at 
large at the executive session. Election shall be 
by a majority of the votcs cast. The functions of 
the Committee shah be to pass upon the 
professional nd ethical qualifications of the 
applicants and to advise the Council of the 
recommendations of the Committee. 
3. The Nominating Committee shall consist of 
the three (3) most recent available Past Presi- 
dents, and shall be appointed by the President 
one (1) month before the annual meeting. Its 
function shall be to make up a slate of officers 
and a member or members of the Membership 
Committee to be presented at the annual 
meeting to the Council and to the members at 
the executive session. 
4. The Program Committee shall consist of three 
(3) members who shall be appointed by the 
President to serve overlapping terms of three 
(3) years each. The senior member in term of 
service on this committee shall be the chair- 
man. The function of the Program Committee 
shall be to solicit papers and other presen- 
tations from members and other individuals 
and to make up the program for the annual 
meeting. 
5. The Committee on Arrangements for the An- 
nual Meeting shall be appointed by the Presi- 
dent and consist of members resident in the 
general locality in which the annual meeting 
is to be held, together with the President, 
Secretary and Recorder acting ex officio. The 
function of this committee shall be the mak- 
ing of general arrangements for the annual 
meeting. 
6. The Council may from time to time establish 
such other committees as it deems advisable. 
Each such committee shall consist of such 
persons and shall have such duties and powers 
as may be designated by the Council upon 
establishment of the committee or from time 
to time thereafter. Unless otherwise provided 
by the Council, the President shall appoint the 
members of each such committee. 
7. Any vacancy occurring among the members of 
any elected committee of the Society shall be 
filled by appointment by the President, the 
appointee to serve until the next annual meet- 
ing of the Society membership. 
ARTICLE VIII: MEETINGS 
1. The annual meeting of the Society shall be 
held at a time and place to be determined by 
the Council at least one (1) year in advance. 
2. The Council shall meet on the day prior to 
the annual meeting, at a time and place 
designated by the President. The Chairman 
of the Membership Committee, the Nomi- 
nating Committee and the Committee on 
Arrangements shall meet with the Council 
in an advisory capacity. 
3. Twenty-five (25) voting members present in 
person shall constitute a quorum at a meet- 
ing of members. 
4. The vote of a majority ofthe votes entitled to 
be cast by the members present at a duly 
called meeting at which a quorum is present 
shall be necessary for the adoption of any 
matter voted upon by the members, unless a 
greater proportion is required by the appli- 
cable statue, the Articles of Incorporation, 
or these By-Laws. 
5. Members may not cast their vote by proxy. 
6. The executive session of the Society, atten- 
dance at which shall be limited to Active, 
Senior and Honorary members, shall be 
held at a time and place to be set by the 
President. The business of the Society shall 
be conducted at this time. 
7. The morning and afternoon scientific ses- 
sions at the annual meeting shall consist of 
presentations of papers and the discussion of 
these papers. An Active or a Senior member 
must be a participant, co-author or sponsor 
of each presentation selected. 
8. From time to time, when deemed advisable 
by the Council, eminent investigators in the 
field of vascular surgery or allied sciences 
may be invited to present a John Homans 
Lecture during the annual meeting. Each 
speaker who presents uch a lecture shall 
receive an appropriate honorarium and a 
certificate of appreciation from the Society. 
9. Special meetings of the Society may be called 
at any time by the President. The President 
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must call a special meeting whenever he is 
requested to do so in writing by ten (10) 
members of the Society in good standing. 
10. Notice of any executive session of any annual 
or special meeting of the Society shall be 
given to each member of the Society not less 
than thirty (30) nor more than forty (40) 
days prior to the executive session by written 
or printed notice delivered personally or by 
mail, by or at the direction of the Council, 
the President or the Secretary. Such notice 
shall state the place, day, and hour of the 
executive session and in the case of a special 
meeting shall also state the purpose or pur- 
poses for which the executive session is 
called. 
11. The Council may, by a majority vote, revoke 
the membership ofany Active member who 
shall have been absent from three (3) con- 
secutivc annual meetings of the Society 
without providing the Secretary with an 
acceptable written explanation of such ab- 
sence. An Active member shall receive a 
warning letter from the Secretary following 
two (2) consecutive unexcused absences 
from annual meetings, and the Secretary 
shall within thirty (30) days after evocation 
of any Active membership pursuant to this 
section, send written otice of such action to 
the individual whose Active membership has 
been so revoked. Any person whose Active 
membership has been revoked by the Coun- 
cil pursuant to this section may, within six 
(6) months after such revocation, send to 
the Secretary a written request hat the 
Council at its next meeting reconsider its 
decision. Such a request must be accompa- 
nied by a written statement ofthe reasons for 
the consistent absence from annual meet- 
ings of the Society. If the Council, upon 
reconsideration, determines by a majority 
vote that reinstatement is appropriate, the 
individual shall be reinstated as an active 
member upon payment in full of any out- 
standing dues or other financial obligations 
to the Society, including any such obliga- 
tions which may have arisen during the 
period in which the revocation was in effect. 
ARTICLE IX: INVITED GUESTS 
1. Any member of the Society may invite one or 
more guests to attend the annual meeting of 
the Society. 
2. The names of all guests attending the annual 
meeting shall be entered under a separate 
heading in the attendance list. 
3. All invited guests hall be given the privilege of 
the floor by the President but shall not be 
present at the executive session. 
ARTICLE X: FEES AND DUES 
1. Initiation fees, dues and assessments shall 
be levied by the Council and approved 
by the membership at an annual executive 
session. 
2. Any member of the Society in arrears as to 
dues for one (1) year shall be notified of that 
fact by the Treasurer, by registered letter, 
which shall contain a copy of this Section 2. 
If the dues are not paid before the next an- 
nual Council meeting, or if some reasonable 
explanation of the delinquency is not forth- 
coming, the name of the delinquent member 
shall be presented atthat Council meeting and 
on a majority vote of the Council the name 
may be stricken from the membership list. 
The Council may reinstate the delinquent 
member upon his payment of the dues in 
arrears. 
ARTICLE XI: RESIGNATIONS 
AND DISCIPLINE 
1. Resignations of members not in arrears as to 
dues may be accepted at any annual meeting of 
the Society by a majority vote of the members 
present. 
2. Charges of unprofessional or unethical con- 
duct may be brought against any member of 
the Society by written complaint signed by 
three (3) members of the Society and delivered 
to the Secretary. The rules governing disciplin- 
ary proceedings based upon such charges hall 
be as established from time to time by the 
Council. 
ARTICLE XII: PAPERS AND REPORTS 
1. All papers and reports read before the Society 
shall be delivered to the Recorder at the time of 
their presentation. 
2. No paper shall be published as having been 
read before the Society unless it has been read 
before the Society. 
ARTICLE XIII: PROCEDURE 
The proceedings ofthe Society shall be conducted 
under Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised. 
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ARTICLE XIV: CERTIFICATE 
OF MEMBERSHIP  
Every elected member of the Society shall be 
entitled to a certificate of membership signed by the 
President and Secretary and bearing the seal of the 
Society. 
ARTICLE XV: SEAL 
This Society shall mal~e, have, and use a seal 
bearing the name of the Society, the words "Corpo- 
rate Seal, Illinois," and such other device and descrip- 
tion as the Society shall deem proper. 
ARTICLE XVI: NOTICE AND WAIVER 
OF NOTICE 
1. Whenever, under applicable law, these By- 
Laws or a resolution of the Council, notice is 
required to be given to any member, Council 
member or officer, such notice may be given in 
writing, by mail, addressed to such member, 
Council member or officer at his or her address 
as it appears on the records of the Society. Such 
mailed notice shall be deemed to be given 
when deposited in the United States mail in a 
sealed envelope so addressed, with postage 
thereon prepaid. 
2. Whenever, under applicable law, these By- 
Laws, or a resolution of the Council, any notice 
is required to be given, a waiver thereof in 
writing, signed by the person or persons en- 
rifled to such notice, whether before or after 
the time stated therein, shall be deemed 
equivalent to the giving of such notice. In 
addition, the attendance of a member or 
Council member at any meeting shall consti- 
tute a waiver of notice of such meeting, except 
where an individual attends the meeting for the 
express purpose of objecting to the transaction 
of any business because the meeting is not 
lawfully called or convened. 
ARTICLE XVII: INDEMNIFICATION 
1. To the full extent permitted by, and in accor- 
dance with the procedure prescribed in, Sec- 
tion 24a of the General Not for Profit Corpo- 
ration Act of Illinois, the Society shall indem- 
nify any and all of the members of the Council 
(which members shall hereinafter in this Article 
be referred to as "directors") and any and all of 
the officers, employees, agents and representa- 
tives of the Society for certain expenses and 
other amounts paid in connection with legal 
proceedings in which any such persons become 
involved by reason of their serving in any such 
capacity for the Society. 
2. Upon specific authorization by the Council, 
the Society may purchase and maintain insur- 
ance on behalf of any or all directors, officers, 
employees, agents or representatives of the 
Society against any liability asserted against any 
such person and incurred in any such capacity, 
or arising out of the status of serving in any 
such capacity, whether or not the Society 
would have the power to indemnify them 
against such liability under the provisions of 
Section 1 of this Article. 
ARTICLE XVIII: AMENDMENT 
These By-Laws may be amended by a three- 
fourths vote of the members present and voting at a 
properly called and convened executive session of an 
annual or special meeting of the Society, provided that 
the proposed amendment has been submitted to the 
Secretary by at least hree (3) voting members of the 
Society at least hree (3) months prior to the executive 
session of the Society. The Secretary shall mail the 
proposed amendment to all voting members at least 
thirty (30) days prior to the executive session, accom- 
panied by notice that such amendment will be acted 
upon at the executive session. 
